RULES OF COMPENSATION FOR RENEWAL WORKS’ EXPENSES OF PRIVATE HISTORIC PROPERTY – EXTERIOR AND ENVIRONMENT 

OF THE REGISTERED CULTURAL HERITAGE BUILDINGS
„Rules of Compensation for Renewal Works’ Expenses of Private Historic Property – Exterior and Environment of the Registered Cultural Heritage Buildings“ (further – the Rules) were approved by the Council of Vilnius City Municipality in January 24th, 2007, Decision No. 1-1490. 

Hereby we present a summary of the Rules in English (see full text of the Decision in Lithuanian version):
· The financial resources for the compensation are allocated through Vilnius Old Town Revitalisation Programme (further – the Programme) which is financed from the budget of Vilnius Municipality. The Programme is prepared and administrated by the public organisation (NGO) Vilnius Old Town Renewal Agency (further – the Agency). 
· Compensation may be paid out for owners of private property who made an agreement with the Agency for the participation in the Programme before they started design and renewal works. 

· Compensation may be paid out for those restoration, repair and/or renewal works of the exterior and environment of historic buildings: roof constructions and covering, facades, environment of the building and the yard. The necessary condition for the compensation is that the yard (if there is any) of the building should stay open for public (at least during the day time). 
· Repair of roof constructions and covering may include:

· changing and/or repair of worn roof constructions;

· changing and/or renewal of worn or affected tiles or tin;

· repair or reconstruction of chimneys over the roof;

· repair and/or renewal of roof elements: parapets, overhangs, decorative details;

· repair or mounting of suspended valleys.

· Facade renewal works may include:

· mounting and dismounting of scaffolding;

· restoration and repair of a plaster of the facade, cleaning of the facade;

· restoration and/or recreation of the architectural details of the facade;

· plastering of a plinth with sanative plaster;

· preparation  and painting of the surface of the facade;

· restoration, repair, recreation and/or changing of worn rain ducts;

· restoration, repair or recreation (according to the former view) of old historic gates, doors, windows, exterior staircases and balconies. 

· Improvement of the environment of the building may include:

· restoration, repair or recreation (according to the former view) of former historic pavement or paving of new one;

· repair or mounting of underground rain drainage;

· regeneration of greenery;

· construction of recreational fittings and/or lighting

THE STEPS TO GET THE COMPENSATION: 

· An Application for the Compensation (further – the Application) should be presented to the Agency (form of the Application is attached, in Lithuanian language). The Application should be presented before the 1st of October, each year. The private owner may expect the compensation during the next year, because the expenses necessary for the compensation should be planned in advance and may be included only into the Programme of the next year. 
· Documents that are required to be attached to the Application: 

· photo-fixation of the building before the restoration, repair or renewal works and after the works;

· the Project of the restoration, repair or renewal works (if necessary). The supervision of works must be implemented by licensed cultural heritage specialist;

· the Estimate of the implemented restoration, repair or renewal works with the Act of Special Cultural Heritage Expertise; 

· the Permit for the restoration, repair or renewal works;

· the document of the Acceptance of the restoration, repair or renewal works.

· A responsible employee of the Agency checks and accepts the required original documents, approves and registers copies of the documents (then originals would be returned to the private owner of the building). If some documents or some data would be missing, it is allowed to present the missing documents within 10 days after the Application was presented. 
· The Working Group of the Vilnius Old Town Revitalisation Programme analyses the Application and decides if the request is of proper content to get the compensation. The Working Group takes the decision to include the application to the Programme or to reject it as an unfounded. The Agency informs the private owner about the decision of the Working Group. If the Application was rejected, the reason for the rejection would be adequately argued. 

· The Application may be rejected, when:

· the private owner presented not all documents, wrong documents or wrong data, and he (she) did not improve the default during the term of 10 days;

· the renewal works do not correspond to the description of supported restoration, repair or renewal works.

· When the Working Group includes the necessary expenses to the programme, the Programme must be approved by the Council of Vilnius City Municipality. 

· When the Programme is approved by the Council, the Agency is able to take a decision to pay out the compensation. 

· The amount of the compensation is defined in each case separately, but the amount can not exceed 50% of all expenses of renewal works, that were defined in the Application. 

