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Historic Centre of Riga has been classified upon the 
World Heritage List of UNESCO on December 6, 1997 
(site Nr. 852) 
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Inscription criteria (I) 

The Historic Centre of Riga, while retaining its 
medieval and later urban fabric relatively intact, 
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The Historic Centre of Riga, while retaining its medieval and later urban fabric 
relatively intact, is of outstanding universal value by virtue of the quality 
and the quantity of its Art Nouveau architecture, which is unparalleled 

anywhere in the world,  
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Inscription criteria (III) 

The Historic Centre of Riga, while retaining its medieval and later urban fabric 
relatively intact, is of outstanding universal value by virtue of the quality 
and the quantity of its Art Nouveau architecture, which is unparalleled 
anywhere in the world, and its 19th century architecture in wood  
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2003: Law on 
Preservation and 
Protection of the Historic 
Centre of Riga 
 

HCR and its protection zone.  
Division according to different values of urban environment  

 
2004: Regulations  Nr.127 
of the Cabinet of Ministres  
«Regulations regarding the 
Preservation and Protection 
of the Historic Centre of 
Riga»  
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   State significance  
monument of urban 

development -  The  Historic 
Centre of Riga – 908,4 ha 

(2,95% of the total city 
territory) 

 
The Historic Centre of Riga 

(UNESCO) territory   
– 438,3 ha (1,43% of the total 

city territory) 
 

Protection zone territory of the 
Historic Centre of Riga  

– 1574,2 ha (5,13% of the total 
city territory) 

 

Border of the Historic 
Centre of Riga  

Border of the protection zone 
of the Historic Centre of Riga  

Border for the State 
Significance  monument of 
urban development -  the  
Historic Centre of Riga  

Historic Centre and its Protection Zone  



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  

8 

HCR PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
IN MUNICIPAL URBAN PLANNING SYSTEM 
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Rīga 2030 
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Heritage and Landscape 
Spatial Development 
Guidelines  

 

Priority Development 
Territories 



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  

The Territorial Plan for the Historic Centre of Riga and its Protection Zone 
Land-use / Territorial / Spatial / Master-Plan 
approved in 2006, amended in 2013 
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http://www.rdpad.lv/rvc/ 

http://www.rdpad.lv/rvc/�
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LAND-USE PLAN 
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General development objectives of the planned territory are coordinated with long-term development 
objectives of Riga, the vision of its development and basic principles for spatial planning (RSP-2006) 

• Preservation of specific cultural and historical environment, at the same time providing 
development of new, qualitative architecture and high-quality urban design 

• Preservation and development of historical spatial structures and public open space elements 
of the city centre –  streets, boulevards, waterfronts, squares, parks 

• Development of representable cultural centre by facilitating international tourism 

• Decentralisation of local government, large-scale business and service functions and 
development of diverse public and dwelling functions in the city centre 

• Effective use of rundown areas by developing mixed uses with varied functions, especially in 
the former industrial territories in HCR protection zone 

• Organisation of environment-friendly and effective public transport system, meeting the needs 
of citizens, extending and improvement of pedestrian zones, cycling lanes and ensuring 
connection of HCR with its surrounding territories and other Riga districts 

• Development of effective city administration, which ensures preservation and development of 
the cultural and historical values, scenery and structure 
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Land-use / Territorial / Spatial Plan 
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MAIN PROVISIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION 
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DETAILED PROVISIONS FOR WH AREA 
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Spatial strategy example: renovation of urban fabric 
in Vecrīga (Medieval part) 
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Spatial strategy example: renovation of urban fabric 
in Vecrīga (Medieval part) 
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Spatial strategy example: renovation of urban fabric 
in Vecrīga (Medieval part) 
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Wooden Architecture Centre 
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Mūrnieku Street 
- Partly Urban Renewal  

- Private, public and hybrid ownership  - Complex approach to development of public 
space and renovation of buildings.  

- Residential, commercial, leisure, and touristic uses - architecture as a catalyst for 
changes - tourism object  
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Renewal of Spīķeri block and Promenade 
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2014 

Skanste neighbourhood Local Plan 
 
- Strategic Extension of the City Centre 
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Skanste neighbourhood Local Plan 
 
- Strategic Extension of the City Centre 

2050 

2022 

2030 
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ESTABLISHING A MONITORING SYSTEM 
 
of the results of implementation of Plan and 
its binding regulations 
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Completed New Construction 
2006-2013 

H
ER

IT
A

G
E 

IM
PA

C
T 

A
SS

ES
SM

EN
T 

 



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  

25 

Completed Reconstruction & Restoration 
2006-2013 
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Completed Renewal 
2006-2013   

H
ER

IT
A

G
E 

IM
PA

C
T 

A
SS

ES
SM

EN
T 

 



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  

27 

Evaluation: Historic Urban Landscape Approach  
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• Krists Karklins Design, LTD & Arhitektūras Birojs Forma, SIA 
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Evaluation: Historic Urban Landscape Approach  
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• Krists Karklins Design, LTD & Arhitektūras Birojs Forma, SIA 

• Qualitative Evaluation of 
Impact on Outstanding 
Universal Value By 
Modifications of Buildings 
Happened in the Period From 
2006 to 2014 on 
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Evaluation: Example 
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Evaluation: Example 
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Evaluation: Examples 
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Public Outdoor Space 
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Public Outdoor Space Study and Inventory 

Public Outdoor Space 
objects and network: 

• Parks 

• Squares 

• Waterfronts  

 

Study: Proposals for Basic 
Provisions for the 
Development of Public 
Outdoor Space 
Structure of Central 
Part of Riga  

• Analyses 

• 800 users’  interviews 

• Observations of 
activities 
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Inventory of  Ground Floors+ and Facades 
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STUDY OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FLOWS 
SOLVERS, LTD 

M
A

N
A

G
EM

EN
T 



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  

36 

• 700 street segments 
evaluated 

• 154 segments analyzed; 
LOS for pedestrians and 
cyclists calculated 

• Illegal street crossings 
and tunnels analyzed 

• Peak flows detected 

• 3 pedestrian routes and 
composition of flows in 10 
segments analyzed 

• Problems and physical 
obstacles detected 

• Proposals for 
improvement  elaborated 

 

STUDY OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FLOWS 
M

A
N

A
G

EM
EN

T 



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  

37 

STUDY OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FLOWS 
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Housing Study and Monitoring of Changes 
Since 2003  

H
O

U
SI

N
G

 T
H

EM
AT

IC
 P

LA
N

. 2
01

6 



 
 

Rīgas pilsētas 
pašvaldība ©  PricewaterhouseCoopers SIA 

 
3
9 

• Mūsu darba ietvaros esam apskatījuši nodokļa 
atvieglojumus saskaņā ar Rīgas domes saistošo  
noteikumu Nr.198 «Nekustamā īpašuma nodokļa 
atvieglojumu piešķiršanas kārtība Rīgā» 
apakšpunktiem 4.15 un 4.16. 

• Pēdējos gados nav novērojamas būtiskas izmaiņas 
unikālo pieteikumu  skaita ziņā, taču ir ievērojami 
palielinājies ēku skaits, kurām (vai kuru 
dzīvokļiem) ir piešķirti nodokļu atvieglojumi. Tas 
izskaidrojams ar būtisku palielinājumu māju skaitā, 
no kurām ir saņemts tikai viens iesniegums: 2013. 
gadā tādas bija 105 mājas, salīdzinot ar 9 mājām 
2009. gadā.  

• Būtiski ir audzis arī nodokļu atvieglojumu apjoms, 
taču vidējais piešķirtais atvieglojumu apjoms ir 
samazinājies no 2,030 LVL 2009. gadā uz 1,837 
LVL 2012. gadā. Tādējādi  biežāk tiek pieteiktas 
ēkas ar mazāku kadastrālu vērtību vai arī no ēkas 
piesakās relatīvi mazs dzīvokļu skaits, samazinot 
vidējo piešķirto atvieglojumu vērtību. 

• Samazinājumu var novērot pieteikumos, kas ir 
atzīti par neatbilstīgiem un kuriem attiecīgi nav 
piešķirti nodokļu atvieglojumi. Atsaucoties uz 
fokusgrupas rezultātiem, var secināt, ka īpašnieki 
labāk pārzina atvieglojumu piešķiršanas procedūras 
un piesakās atvieglojumu saņemšanai tikai tādos 
gadījumos, ja kultūrvēsturiskā ēka atbilst 
normatīvajiem aktiem.  
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Avots: PwC analīze, RD Pilsētas attīstības departamenta dati, RD Pašvaldības ieņēmumu pārvaldes dati.  
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EVALUATION OF REAL ESTATE TAX REDUCTION 
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LIVING ENVIRONMENT QUALITY STUDY 

Questionnaire about Living 
Environment Quality in 
Historic Centre 

1200 one hour interviews at 
residents’ homes: 

• Dwelling quality 

• House and it’s vicinity 

• Neighbourhood 

• Habits and everyday 
needs 

• Historic centre scale: 

• Transports 

• Services 

• Public outdoor spaces 
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LIVING ENVIRONMENT QUALITY STUDY 

Questionnaire about Living 
Environment Quality in 
Historic Centre 

1200 one hour interviews at 
residents’ homes: 

• Dwelling quality 

• House and it’s vicinity 

• Neighbourhood 

• Habits and everyday 
needs 

• Historic centre scale: 

• Transports 

• Services 

• Public outdoor spaces 
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16% 

10% 

8% 

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 

Jāuzlabo dzīvojamo māju stāvoklis 

Drošības uzlabošana 

Nepieciešams uzlabot satiksmes plūsmu (mazināt sastrēgumus un automašīnu 
skaitu RVC AZ) 

Bāze: Visi iedzīvotāji (n=1125) 

RVC AZ labais krasts 
iespējamas vairākas atbildes (% > 100) 

17% 

11% 

9% 

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 

Nepieciešams uzlabot ietvju/ceļu segumus 

Jāuzlabo dzīvojamo māju stāvoklis 

Nepieciešams uzlabot satiksmes plūsmu (mazināt sastrēgumus un 
automašīnu skaitu RVC AZ) 

Bāze: Visi iedzīvotāji (n=46) 

RVC AZ kreisais krasts 
iespējamas vairākas atbildes (% > 100) 

 

LIVING ENVIRONMENT QUALITY STUDY 
Priority improvements 
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32% 

26% 
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15% 
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0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Apgaismojums ap māju ielas pusē 

Drošība mājas apkārtnē dienas laikā 

Dzeramā ūdens kvalitāte dzīvesvietā 

Apgaismojums pagalmā 

Auto novietošanas iespējas 

Drošība mājas apkārtnē nakts laikā 

Gaisa kvalitāte mājas apkārtnē 

Trokšņu līmenis mājas apkārtnē naktī 

Trokšņu līmenis mājas apkārtnē dienā 

Mājas ārējais izskats/ fasāde 

Koplietošanas telpas 

% no visiem 
Bāze: Visi iedzīvotāji (n=1125) 

Ļoti apmierināts Drīzāk apmierināts Drīzāk neapmierināts Ļoti neapmierināts Grūti pateikt 

LIVING ENVIRONMENT QUALITY STUDY 
Satisfaction with different aspects in the vicinity of homes, 
neighbourhood  and in general HCR 
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Thank You! 
Ačiū!  

• Riga has been always a venue for cultural events on an international 
scale, but in 2014 it is the cultural epicenter of Europe 365 days a year. 
During its year as European Capital of Culture, hundreds of special 
events are taking place in the very broadest sense of culture, providing 
new understanding of culture as a positive force of change in people's 
lives.  

• There is still some time left to visit the Capital, which will become the 
seat of Presidency of the Council of the European Union on 1st 
January 2015. Welcome to Riga! 
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